


SAFE LEARNING PLAN 2021-2022

In July the Minnesota Department of Education and Minnesota Department of Health provided guidance for
schools this fall.  While we are excited about regaining some normalcy and local control, it will not be without
its challenges.  These times are still unprecedented and we need the support and cooperation of all families if
we’re going to be successful in maintaining progress.

After reviewing the guidance, Dassel-Cokato Schools have updated our processes and created the Safe
Learning Plan 2021-2022.  We are taking this opportunity to inform the school community of our approach
based on the current information. The District will continue to monitor the situation and make required
adjustments as details evolve.

Mark Raymond
Superintendent

This guidance will be consistently evaluated based on school district impact, and local, state
and federal recommendations.

Minnesota Department of Education (MDE)/ Minnesota Department of Health (MDH)

Dassel-Cokato Schools is required to follow all State and Federal laws and statutory requirements.  If guidance
is required, you’ll see it being carried out in our schools.  If guidance is recommended, you might see it in
some places but not others. There are currently two required mandates :

1. A Federal mandate requiring face coverings on public transportation  “All people are required by
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) order to wear face coverings on all indoor public
transportation, such as airplanes and public busses, including school buses.” For more information,
please click here.

2. The second requirement is the obligation for schools to report confirmed cases of COVID-19, as we
were required to this past school year and is also required of healthcare offices and testing facilities.
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/face-masks-public-transportation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/face-masks-public-transportation.html


Face Coverings

At this time, face coverings are highly recommended by both MDH and CDC.

● Face coverings are not required, while on school property for any student, staff member, or visitor,
regardless of whether or not they have been vaccinated.

● Federal regulations state that face coverings are currently required for students and staff while riding
on school-provided transportation (buses).

Indoors: Face coverings are not required but recommended particularly for those individuals who are not fully
vaccinated, live with individuals who are not fully vaccinated, or if they or someone in their household is
immunocompromised or at increased risk for severe disease.

Outdoors: In general, you do not need to wear a mask outdoors. However, in areas of high transmission, it is
recommended that people who are not fully vaccinated wear a mask in crowded outdoor settings or during
activities with sustained close contact with others who are not fully vaccinated.

Transportation: The CDC requires face coverings on all indoor public transportation conveyances (airports,
public buses, etc.), including school buses.

Monitoring Your Health - MDH’s Decision Tree

All students, staff and families should continue to monitor their health on a daily basis and stay home when ill
or displaying symptoms.  Please contact the Health Services office, within your child’s school building, with
any questions.

● If a student or staff member displays COVID-19-like symptoms while in attendance, they will be
evaluated by the school nurse and sent home, regardless of COVID-19 vaccination status or prior
illness history.

● If students or staff have 2 of the less common or 1 of the more common COVID-19 symptoms, it is
recommended to stay home for 10 days.  They may return earlier if they test negative to COVID-19 or
receive an alternative diagnosis.

○ Family members/people living in the same household are recommended to stay home as well
unless they are fully vaccinated or have had COVID-19 in the last 90 days AND have no
symptoms.

Positive COVID-19 Cases should be reported to the district school nurse at 286-4100 ext. 1804.
Dassel-Cokato Schools is required to report positive cases to MDH.

● If you test positive for COVD-19 you must stay home and isolate for 10 days or until your symptoms
are getting better and you have not experienced a fever for at least 24 hours with no fever reducing
medication.

○ Household members who have not been vaccinated or had lab-confirmed COVID-19 in the
past 90 days are highly encouraged to quarantine for 14 days.

Contact tracing will be conducted by the COVID Coordinator in accordance with MDH protocols.  A close
contact is defined as someone who has been within 6 feet from someone who has tested positive for
COVID-19 for a total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period.
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https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/exguide.pdf


Quarantine

A 10-day quarantine is recommended for your child if the following are true:
● If your child has not received a completed COVID-19 vaccine (two doses in a two-dose series or one

dose in a one dose series).
● Both students did not consistently or correctly use well-fitting masks.

A 10-day quarantine is NOT recommended for your child if any of the following are true:
● If your child has a completed COVID-19 vaccine (two doses in a two-dose series or one dose in a one

dose series)
○ AND the COVID-19 exposure was at least 14 days after their vaccination series was fully

completed
○ AND  they do not currently have symptoms of COVID-19.

● If they have recovered from COVID-19 in the past 90 days (with a lab confirmed positive test) and do
not currently have any symptoms of COVID-19.

● In a K-12 indoor classroom setting when both students were engaged in consistent and correct use of
well-fitting masks.  (This exception does not apply to teachers, staff, or other adults in the indoor
classroom setting).

Academic expectations during Quarantine - students away from the classroom, due to a recommended
quarantine, will be asked to maintain their daily studies.  This may vary by grade level and classroom, but the
goal is to have students maintain pace with their classmates.  Your child’s school will work to coordinate with
families in the event a student is away from class due to a recommended quarantine.

Additional safety precautions being implemented
● Our HVAC systems will continue to operate at full capacity for more frequent air exchange in each

building.
● Each building will work to maximize spaces in classrooms and common areas to allow for more

spacing between students.
● Each school site will continue with daily cleaning routines.
● Increased hand hygiene will be encouraged and hand sanitizer will continue to be available.
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